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to ensure that their legislation adequately pro-
tects tobacco farmers and to pass a comprehen-
sive tobacco bill this year.

Statement on Coerced Abstinence for Drug Offenders

May 6, 1998

This week, the Connecticut legislature adopt-
ed a statewide policy of coerced abstinence for
drug offenders. Two States—Connecticut and
Maryland—have now joined the Federal Gov-
ernment in embracing tough systems of testing
and sanctions for drug offenders. All States

should follow their lead, and Congress should
support their efforts. The choice is simple: cut
crime and drug use by demanding that criminals
kick their drug habits, or release drug offenders
back into the community knowing they will com-
mit more crimes to feed their addiction.

Statement on Funding To Fight Methamphetamines

May 6, 1998

I am pleased today to announce $8.8 million
of new Federal money from the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy’s High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Program to fight
methamphetamines, a deadly drug. These new
funds will bolster joint Federal, State and local
law enforcement efforts now underway as part

of this Administration’s comprehensive National
Methamphetamine Strategy. By further strength-
ening the ability of law enforcement to target
those who produce and push
methamphetamines, we take this deadly drug
and the accompanying crime off our streets and
protect our children.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Ukraine-United States Peaceful
Nuclear Cooperation Agreement With Documentation

May 6, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153 (b), (d)), the text of a proposed
Agreement for Cooperation Between the United
States of America and Ukraine Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, with accom-
panying annex and agreed minute. I am also
pleased to transmit my written approval, author-
ization, and determination concerning the agree-
ment, and the memorandum of the Director
of the United States Arms Control and Disar-
mament Agency with the Nuclear Proliferation
Assessment Statement concerning the agree-
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ment. The joint memorandum submitted to me
by the Secretary of State and the Secretary of
Energy, which includes a summary of the provi-
sions of the agreement and various other attach-
ments, including agency views, is also enclosed.

The proposed agreement with Ukraine has
been negotiated in accordance with the Atomic
energy Act of 1954, as amended by the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 and as otherwise
amended. In my judgment, the proposed agree-
ment meets all statutory requirements and will
advance the nonproliferation and other foreign
policy interests of the United States. The agree-
ment provides a comprehensive framework for
peaceful nuclear cooperation between the
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United States and Ukraine under appropriate
conditions and controls reflecting our common
commitment to nuclear nonproliferation goals.

The proposed new agreement with Ukraine
permits the transfer of technology, material,
equipment (including reactors), and components
for nuclear research, and nuclear power produc-
tion. It provides for U.S. consent rights to re-
transfers, enrichment, and reprocessing as re-
quired by U.S. law. It does not permit transfers
of any sensitive nuclear technology, restricted
data, or sensitive nuclear facilities or major crit-
ical components of such facilities. In the event
of termination, key conditions and controls con-
tinue with respect to material and equipment
subject to the agreement.

Ukraine is a nonnuclear weapon state party
to the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT). Following the dissolution of
the Soviet Union, Ukraine agreed to the removal
of all nuclear weapons from its territory. It has
a full-scope safeguards agreement in force with
the International Atomic energy Agency (IAEA)
to implement its safeguards obligations under
the NPT. Ukraine was accepted as a member
of the Nuclear Suppliers Group in April 1996,
and as a member of the NPT Exporters Com-
mittee (Zangger Committee) in May 1997.

I have considered the views and recommenda-
tions of the interested agencies in reviewing the
proposed agreement and have determined that
its performance will promote, and will not con-
stitute an unreasonable risk to, the common de-
fense and security. Accordingly, I have approved
the agreement and authorized its execution and
urge that the Congress give it favorable consid-
eration.

Because this agreement meets all applicable
requirements of the Atomic energy Act, as
amended, for agreements for peaceful nuclear
cooperation, I am transmitting it to the Congress
without exempting it from any requirement con-
tained in section 123 a. of that Act. This trans-
mission shall constitute a submittal for purposes
of both sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the Atomic
Energy Act. My Administration is prepared to
begin immediately the consultations with the
Senate Foreign Relations and House Inter-
national Relations Committees as provided in
section 123 b. Upon completion of the 30-day
continuous session period provided for in section
123 b., the 60-day continuous session provided
for in section 123 d. shall commence.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
May 6, 1998.

Remarks at the State Dinner Honoring Prime Minister Romano Prodi of

Italy
May 6, 1998

Good evening, and welcome to the White
House, Mr. Prime Minister, Mrs. Prodi, distin-
guished members of the Italian delegation, my
fellow Americans.

Mr. Prime Minister, today we accomplished
a great deal. Tonight we celebrate the ties that
bind us.

Those ties begin with the discoveries of Co-
lumbus and Vespucci, whose busts adorn the
Blue Room next door. When the Founders cre-
ated the American Republic, they looked to
Rome for inspiration. George Washington was
likened to Cincinnatus, the Roman hero who
abandoned his plow to rescue his country by
popular demand. I might say, they were the

last two people to head our countries only by
popular demand. [Laughter]

Poets and philosophers of the Roman Repub-
lic were read and rejuvenated as our new Re-
public looked to the past to plan our future.
In the writings of ancient Roman thinkers like
Cicero and Cato, America’s Founders saw the
promise of democratic representative  govern-
ment. Every aspect of our new Republic paid
tribute to the simple grandeur of Rome: from
our architecture to words like “senate” and
“capitol.” Indeed, after our Constitutional Con-
vention, Benjamin Franklin was asked what our
Founders had produced. His simple reply was,
“A Republic, sir, if you can keep it.”
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